PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE HANCOCK VILLAGE BOARD,
MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019 7:00 PM
HANCOCK VILLAGE HALL, 85 EAST FRONT STREET, HANCOCK, NEW YORK
The Public Hearing to consider a 2019 CFA Application for Office of Community Renewal
Development Block Grant Program Funds was called to order at 7:00 P.M.
Mark Blauer of Blauer Associates was present to describe in detail the 2019 CFA Application for
Office of Community Renewal Development Block Grant Program Funds. Mr. Blauer will be
submitting the grant application on behalf of the Village of Hancock at a cost of $3,750. The
proposed project would update the WWTP at no cost to the Village. Mrs. Zegers asked how
much of the WWTP was repaired and updated after the 2006 flood. William Brown explained
the repairs done at the time were mostly “spot” repairs. Mr. Schwartz asked what the useful
life expectancy was of the equipment and Mr. Brown responded approximately 30 years which
is the approximate age of the current equipment. The upgrades would have a life expectancy
of 35 to 40 years. Attorney McKertich asked about possibly using the funding for additional
replacement of water lines as a continuation of the current $ 4,000,000 water infrastructure
project. Mr. Blauer and Mr. Brown agreed that the grant for which we will be applying for is
extremely competitive and believe that applying to add on to the current water project would
not be successful.
The public hearing was closed at 7:29 P.M.
The Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. by Mayor Carolann McGrath.
Roll call was taken by Clerk/Treasurer Falsetta.
Present:

Mayor Carolann McGrath
Deputy Mayor Shaun Shannon - Excused
Trustee Charlene Caramore
Trustee Dawn Gotthardt - Excused
Trustee Dorothy Picozzi

Also Present: Phyllis Falsetta, Clerk/Treasurer
Robert McKertich, Attorney for the Village
Sally Zegers, Editor, Hancock Herald
William Brown, Delaware Engineering
Mark Blauer, Blauer Associates
Steven Schwartz, FUDR
Sherri Resti Thomas, FUDR
Jeff Skelding, FUDR
Matt Loftus, Village of Hancock DPW
Rolland Bojo, Jr., HFD
Blaise Bojo, HFD
George Barnes, HFD
Greg Gill, HFD
Christopher Geer, Hancock Rural Fire District

A MOTION was made by Trustee Caramore, seconded by Trustee Picozzi, voted and
carried to approve the May 13, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes with corrections.

2019-095

A MOTION was made by Trustee Picozzi, seconded by Trustee Caramore, voted and
carried to approve Abstract of Vouchers #24 in the amount of $58,828.59 and Abstract.
of Vouchers #1 in the amount of $33,690.04

2019-096

Minutes Approval

Abstract Approval

Changes to the Newman Forest & Wildlife Management, LLC Timber Sale Contract were
discussed. Attorney McKertich requested changes to the contract which the Newman
Forest & Wildlife Management agreed to and submitted a revised contract. Attorney
McKertich was informed by Mr. Newman that the timber could only be logged from
October 15 through March 31 due to the presence of rattlesnake which are a protected
species.
A MOTION was made by Trustee Caramore, seconded by Trustee Picozzi, voted and
and carried to authorize Mayor McGrath to sign the Newman Forest & Wildlife
Management, LLC. Timber Sale Contract.

2019-097

A MOTION was made by Trustee Picozzi, seconded by Trustee Caramore, voted and
carried to authorize Mayor McGrath to sign the Statement of Client’s Rights and
Responsibilities Agreement which memorializes Coughlin & Gerhart to act as legal
counsel with respect to the Water System Improvements Project – DWSRF Project
No. 1852.

2019-098

Newman Forest & Wildlife
Timber Sale Contract

Coughlin & Gerhart/Statement of Client’s Rights for
Water System Improvements
Project

Officer in Charge, Daniel Petersen sent a letter to the Board requesting that they
consider approving the purchase 3 new police ballistic vests as the current ones
are expired. Officer Petersen has applied for a federal grant and will also apply
for a state grant to help fund the purchase.
A MOTION was made by Trustee Picozzi, seconded by Trustee Caramore, voted and
carried to approve the purchase of 3 police ballistic vests at a cost of $1,082 each.
Revision to the current Village noise ordinance was discussed. Mayor McGrath
would like the Board to consider changing the Local Law to include that there
will be no unreasonable noise between the hours of 11 P.M. and 6:00 A.M. The
matter was tabled until the next meeting.
A letter was received from the Unified Court System requesting the fiscal year
ending 2019 annual court audit be performed by September 3, 2019. It was agreed
that Trustees Caramore and Gotthardt will perform the audit.
The Annual Planning Contract with Delaware County was discussed.

2019-099
Police Ballistic Vests

A MOTION was made by Trustee Caramore, seconded by Trustee Picozzi, voted and
carried to authorize Mayor McGrath to sign the Delaware County Planning Agreement
at an annual cost of $3,700.

2019-100
Del County Planning
Agreement

The following Resolution was offered by Trustee Picozzi, seconded by Trustee
2019-101
Caramore, voted and carried to resolve the following:
Resolution 2019-7
RESOLUTION NO 2019 - 7
TITLE: APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER AND ALTERNATE MEMBER FOR
THE UPPER DELAWARE RIVER TAILWATERS COALITION (UDRTC)
AND THE UPPER DELAWARE RIVER TAILWATERS AND TRIBUTARIES
COMMUNITIES’ TASK FORCE (TASK FORCE)
WHEREAS, the Members of the TASK FORCE are cities, towns, villages, counties,
and other municipalities located in the Upper Delaware River Tailwaters and
Tributaries Region; and
WHEREAS, the UDRTC shall operate as a coalition and discussion forum for municipalities,
non-governmental organizations, sporting groups, and other entities interested in its
mission and objectives; and
WHEREAS, the members of both groups are affected by the myriad state, federal and
local rules and regulations governing water levels, fisheries, water releases; the
maintenance of reservoirs and water resources throughout the region; and the impacts
of flooding, erosion, accelerated sediment transport, and thermal disturbances which are
particularly acute throughout the Upper Delaware River Tailwaters and Tributaries Region;
and
WHEREAS, the members of both groups are affected by decisions made by such agencies
as the Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC), the Upper Delaware Council, the National
Parks Service, Delaware Rivermaster, the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC), the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and
other agencies responsible for the maintenance and regulation of water resources and
habitats in and around the Members’ communities; and
WHEREAS, the members of both groups wish to ensure their interests are adequately
represented before these agencies, and therefore wish to join together to work in
furtherance of common goals related to the watershed resources, fisheries, recreation,
flood mitigation, and other matters; and
WHEREAS, the Members, desiring to reduce their transactional costs and desiring to
speak with one voice on matters related to watershed resources, fisheries, recreation, and
flood mitigation, do hereby enter into this Agreement to maintain an organization to
effectuate these goals; and
WHEREAS, the Village of Hancock passed a resolution to become a member of the Task
Force on March 23, 2015, and has agreed in principle to become a member of the UDRTC.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Village of Hancock’s Mayor Carolann McGrath
will appoint new members and alternate members to the UDRTC and Task Force as
vacancies may occur and provide name changes to the Chair/President of the UDRTC
and/or Task Force.

The Town of Hancock Volunteer Ambulance Corp. presented quotes for
extermination services at the fire house to the Board for consideration. The
quotes presented were as follows: Burke Pest Control, Inc. – $480 onetime cost and
$80 per month. Erlich - $315 onetime cost and $85 per month.
A MOTION was made by Trustee Caramore, seconded by Trustee Picozzi, voted
and carried to award the fire house extermination contract to Erlich.

2019-102
Erlich Agreement for Firehouse

William Mitchell was removed from the HFD Membership Roster as he has moved
from the area.
A summarized proposal for reassessing the Village was received from Jim Basil of
the Basil Group. The project would cost $24,000 and would be completed by 4/1/20.
The matter was tabled.
Steven Schwartz of Friends of the Upper Delaware River (FUDR) was present to discuss
the knotweed problem in the area. FUDR has currently applied for 3 grants to
eradicate the growth but have been denied 2 of them, it is hopeful that the 3rd will be
approved. The proposed plan for the knotweed project will consist of three phases.
Phase 1 – research, phase 2 – outreach to let landowners know the available methods
of control, and phase 3 – demonstration, set up test spots to try different methods.
Matt Loftus, DPW Superintendent asked permission from the Board to install a drive
way at the historical society so that a handicap access can be built. He believes that
the project would take approximately 2 days to cut trees and about a ½ day to dig the
driveway and lay stone. The Village owns the property but the society owns the building.
A MOTION was made by Trustee Caramore, seconded by Trustee Picozzi, voted and
carried to approve the installation of a driveway at the historical society.

2019-103
Historical Society Driveway

Members of the Hancock Fire Dept. were present to request the purchase or lease
of a new all in one color copier and to discuss fire hydrants throughout the Village.
DPW Superintendent Matt Loftus will meet with the fire department to test
hydrants and decide which need to be replaced. The hydrant on Pennsylvania Ave.
is at the top of the list. It was agreed that both parties will keep Mayor McGrath
informed.
A MOTION was made by Trustee Picozzi, seconded by Trustee Caramore, voted and
carried to authorize Mayor McGrath to sign the Blauer Associates contract for the
2 019 CFA Application for Office of Community Renewal Development Block Grant
Program application at a cost to the Village of $3,750.
A MOTION was made by Trustee Caramore, seconded by Trustee Picozzi, voted and
carried at 8:24 P.M. to enter into executive session to discuss:


Matters which, if disclosed, will imperil the public safety

2019-104
Blauer Contract

2019-105
Executive Session










Matters which may disclose the identity of a law enforcement agent or
informer
Information regarding current or future investigations or prosecutions of
a criminal offense which would imperil effective law enforcement if disclosed
Discussion proposed, pending or current litigation
Collective negotiations pursuant to the Taylor Law
The medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person
or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment,
promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a
particular person or corporation
The preparation, grading, or administration of examinations
The proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real property or the proposed
acquisition of securities, or sale or exchange of securities held by the public
body, but only when publicity would substantially affect the value thereof

The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 9:35 P.M. with no action taken.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:36 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Phyllis Falsetta, Clerk/Treasurer

